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Overview and Rationale:  Journalism students need to examine their ethical underpinnings before they choose story ideas and coverage methods. Particularly, they need to discuss the ethical overtones that exist in some situations.  Furthermore, they need to recognize the need for ethical behavior in both the mundane and monumental decisions they make as journalists.

Goals for understanding:


Students will be able to:

· define the word ethics;

· identify those experiences and institutions that have helped shaped their ethics;

· engage their classmates in a  discussion of personal ethics using sound interpersonal skills;

· articulate their rationale for making a particular ethical decision;

· develop a class set of journalistic ethics that will govern our newspaper behavior.

Essential Questions:

· What experiences have students had that have shaped their ethical viewpoints?

· How do we make ethical decisions as journalists?

· How do professional journalists apply make ethical decisions as they analyze words and images 

· What guidelines should we adopt.

Critical Engagement Questions:

· Should we report everything that happens in school?

· How do professional journalists decide what is ethically appropriate while reporting the news? 

Activities:

Activity One (60 minutes):

· As class begins, students write on a graffiti wall a  principle by which they live. (Butcher paper would be on the walls and markers should be available.).

· As students complete the activity, they walk around the room with notebooks and consider others’ responses. They will record impressions of agreement/ disagreement/ questions, etc.

· The teacher will lead students in a brief discussion of ethics: what they are; how they develop; the small and large ethical considerations we use;  why we need them.

· Students will brainstorm a list of ethical decisions they routinely make. 

Activity Two (60 minutes):

· In class, break students into small groups and provide each group with a scenario (Att. #1), a transparency and a marker.  

· Students should answer the following questions on the transparency:  

· Would you run the story/photo? Why or why not? 

· What considerations would there be to running or not running the story?

· What would be your ethical responsibilities in each case?

· After fifteen minutes, students would brief the class on their scenarios their decision and discussion key points.

· To close, students should summarize the key principles that affected the decisions of the groups ; a class recorder will write these principles on butcher paper for  future use.

· As homework, internet search “journalistic ethics” and return to school with a Code of Ethics from a major professional paper, journalism society or organization. Print a copy to bring to class.

Activity Three (60 minutes)

· Distribute class set of newspapers.

· Have students choose an article in the newspaper and using the Code of Ethics from their homework, consider what ethical considerations may have impacted the reporting and/or photography.

· After ten minutes, break into a pair/share format and brief partners.

· Reassemble as a class and debrief to conclude section.

· Exit ticket: On a 3x5 card, write what you believe to be the most important ethical principle a journalist can follow.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on the following criteria:

· participation in group work

· their researched code of ethics

· future quiz question: “How do we define ethics? What purpose do they serve for journalists.”

Attachment #1

Scenario #1:  A reputed gang leader from school contacts you because he wants to show you the “real” initiation.  He arranges to pick you up and take you to a convenience store parking lot.  As you wait in the darkened car, a freshman from school comes out of the store  and climbs into a cab he called earlier. As the you watch, the boy shoots the driver and runs to the car you are in. The leader pushes you out into the parking lot and says, “That’s how it’s done.”  How should you proceed?

Scenario #2:  During the summer, the basketball coach is arrested for having a long-term physical relationship with one of the players. Neither the teacher nor the student denies the claim.  The coach’s spouse teaches at the same school.  When the staff meets in September for the first staff meeting they must decide whether or not to cover the story. (Suggested by Terry Sollazo during ASNE presentation)

Scenario #3:  Three classmates have committed suicide during the past semester. The belief is that the students were experiencing undiagnosed depression. Several family members of the suicide victims attend your school. They ask you to “just forget it, please”. The principal insists that “this will just stir things up”. What should the staff do? (Suggested by Cathy Shannon during ASNE presentation)

Scenario #4:  As the community editor, you regularly read the police blotter for  crime info around your school campus.  While reading one Monday, you discover that the football quarterback’s parents were both arrested in a domestic abuse complaint. Do you run the information in Friday’s edition? (Suggested by Jack Zibluk during an ASNE presentation)

Scenario #5: At lunch one afternoon, you overhear a student complain about a teacher’s sexist and racist remarks during class. You begin to interview students and find that at least a dozen students have left the class crying, have dropped the class or have tried to talk to the teacher about their concerns. All with no results.  The teacher is a nine-year veteran of your system. Do you continue with your investigation?  (Suggested by Terry Sollazo during ASNE presentation)

